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Accessing the Lessons:  
This workbook has been designed to go hand in hand with the Life Skills: Starting a Business course 

material which is available online.  To access that material, go to: 

 

Lesson Website: 

http://www.mobibrix.com/ZTGW70 

 

OR 
 

Scan the QR Code: 
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Your Options 

 

What are the steps to make a plan? 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the pathways to success? 

 

Consider the following question: 

1. Is it too late for you to accomplish your long-term goals? Explain your reasoning. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Is there a way for a dropout to become a Brain Surgeon? Explain. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Course Objective: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Watch the presentation Understanding Options 
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Key Terms 

Take notes in the table below: 

 

 

Watch the presentation Key Terms to Know 
 

Accreditation 
 

Diploma 
 

GED 
 

GPA 
 

St
ep

s 1-  
2- 

Certification 
 

Degree 
 

College 
 

University 
 

Technical Institute 
 

Vocational 
Education 

 

Armed Service 
 

Financial Aid 
 

Needs-based 
 

Merit-based 
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College Path 
Deciding what college to attend, or even whether or not to attend college after high school, is a big 

decision. What you choose will depend on where you want to end up and the path you want to take to 

get there. But did you know that not all colleges are created equal? In fact, just because a college offers 

a degree, that does not guarentee that their degree can be used to get the job you want. It is important 

to research the colleges you are considering to make sure that the degree they offer will get you where 

you want to go. 

Accreditation: 

 

What is Accreditation? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

There are two types of accredidation: 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

o Applies to the ________________________________ institution. 

o Indicated that the contibuting parts of the school provide a _______________________ 

education. 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

o Applies to specific _________________________________________________ within an 

institution. 

o Indicated that a degree earned from that program, department, or school will make you 

adequately qualified for  the _____________________ related to that field of educaiton. 

What website can be used to research Accreditations? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

• From this website I can learn: 

• ___________________________________________________________________________ 

• ___________________________________________________________________________ 

• ___________________________________________________________________________ 

• ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Watch the presentation Accreditation 
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Each ____________________________________________ should have at least one accrediting agency. 

How do you find out which agency applies to which career field? ________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Community College University Vocational or Trade School 

Name of School    

Institutional 
Accreditation 

   

What is the agency? 

   

What is the status of 
the accreditation? 

   

What is the year it was 
accredited? 

   

Is there any action (or 
problems) and when is 
it up for review? 

   

Specialized 
Accreditation 

   

How many Specialized 
Accreditations? 

   

 

Research Assignment 
Part 1: Pick 3 colleges in your area: a Community College, a Public University, and a Vocational or 

Trade school. Then see if you can find their accreditations and record what you find. 
 

Whole 

University  
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Field of study or 
discipline: 

   

Accrediting agency(s) for 
this field/discipline: 

   

Is the community college 
accredited by at least one 
of the related agencies? 

Yes  /  No Yes  /  No Yes  /  No 

Is the university 
accredited by at least one 
of the related agencies? 

Yes  /  No Yes  /  No Yes  /  No 

Is the vocational/trade 
school accredited by at 
least one of the related 

agencies? 

Yes  /  No Yes  /  No Yes  /  No 

 

When looking for a college, what did you learn in regards to accreditations? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Assignment 
Part 2: Pick 3 areas of study or disciplines, such as Engineering, English, History, or Math. Find out 

which agencies accredit each area of study. Use your list of colleges from Part 1 and find 
out if they are accreddited for each field of study. 
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College Degrees: 

 

Not all college educations are the same. You will have different job opportunities and earn different 
amounts of money depending on which type you choose. 

Certificates: 

Certificates: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advantages Disadvantages 

  

  

 

List three examples of certificates that you noticed: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Degrees: 

Degrees: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advantages Disadvantages 

  

  

 

List three examples of degrees that you noticed: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Watch the presentation College Degrees 
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Levels of Degrees: 

Type of Degree Time to Complete 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Associates Degree 
AS, AA 

 

Bachelors Degree 
BS, BA 

 

Masters Degree 
MS, MA, MBA 

 

Doctoral Degree 
Ph.D. 

 

Professional Degree 
J.D., M.D, D.D.S. 
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Majors and Minors: 

Major: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Minor: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Double Major: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Arts vs. Sciences: 

Art Degree’s subjects include: 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

Science Degree’s subjects include: 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

• ______________________________ 

 

Is it better to major in the Arts or Science? __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you have a Bachelors in English, and your friend has a Bachelors in Engineering, which pays more? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Remember, no degree is inherently better than another. It comes down to making a choice. Each degree 

you earn will open opportunities for jobs and careers for you, but it will also prevent you from other 

opportunities and careers. In the end, you need to choose what your goals are and select a path that will 

help you accomplish those goals. 
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 Area of Study: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
College that Offers 
Certificate /Degree 

Name of 
Certificate/Degree  

Average Pay with 
Certificate/Degree 

Certificate       

Associates Degree       

Bachelor’s Degree       

Master’s Degree       

Doctoral/Professional Degree       

 

  

 

Research Assignment 
 Pick an area of study you are interested in. Research and find all degrees, from certificate 

to Doctoral, that apply to this area of study. Find a college that offers each certificate or 
degree program. It does not need to be the same college for each degree. See if you can 
find the average pay for someone with each certificate or degree. 
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Comparing Colleges: 

 

Types of Colleges: 

There are many types of colleges available to attend. Take notes about each type you could attend: 

 

 

The best college for you is the one that makes it possible to you to ______________________________. 

 

 

Watch the presentation Comparing Colleges 
 

Private College 

 

Public College 

 

Technical College 

 

Polytechnic 
Institute 

 

College 

 

Universities 
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How to Decide: 

Step 1: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

You are looking at: 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________________ 

o ___________________________________________________ 

Step 2: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

You are looking at: 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________ 

Step 3: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

You are looking at: 

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 



 

 

  College 1 College 2 College 3 

Cost of Tuition 
      

Cost of Housing 
      

5 Academic Criteria 

1       

2       

3       

4       

5       

5 Extracurricular Offerings 

1       

2       

3       

4       

5       

 

 

Research Assignment 
 Using the area of study you chose for the assignment on page 13, and the steps for 

deciding on a college, research colleges that might help you reach your career goals.  
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Paying for College: 

 

College Is Not Free: 

You have chosen the college you want to attend. The question now is, how are you going to pay to 

attend that school? A college education can be expensive A four-year degree from a state college will 

cost an average of $27,000 while the same four-year degree from a private college can easily cost as 

much as $300,000.  

Luckily for you there are many programs available that can help you pay for college.  

 

 

Watch the presentation Financial Aid 
 

Programs Description Payback 

Scholarship 

 

Yes / No 

Grant 

 

Yes / No 

Fellowship 

 

Yes / No 

Gift 

 

Yes / No 

Tuition 
Reimbursement 

 

Yes / No 

Subsidized loan 

 

Yes / No 

Unsubsidized loan 

 

Yes / No 
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FAFSA: 

What does the acronym FASFA stand for? ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are you applying for with the FAFSA? _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What were the amounts available through FAFSA in 2017? 

Pell Grants: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Stafford Loans: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Who should apply for FAFSA? ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Eligibility Requirements: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

What you need when applying: 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Scholarships and Grants: 

What are Scholarships and Grants? ________________________________________________________ 

Credit Card Loan 

 

Yes / No 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part 1: Gather the information you need to complete the FAFSA, then complete it online: 

□ Social Security Numbers (yours and your parents) 

□ Driver’s License Number 

□ Federal Tax Returns for previous year 

□ Untaxed Income Amounts 

□ Bank Account, Investment, and Real Estate Asset information 

 

How much money does it say you qualify for? ____________________________________________ 

 

Part 2:  Find 3 scholarships or grants you qualify for and tell about them. 

Scholarship/Grant Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

• Criteria for applying: __________________________________________________________ 

• Amount promised recipient: ____________________________________________________ 

• How many years it will be awarded to recipient: ____________________________________ 

• Person/Organization Awarding the money: ________________________________________ 

 

Scholarship/Grant Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

• Criteria for applying: __________________________________________________________ 

• Amount promised recipient: ____________________________________________________ 

• How many years it will be awarded to recipient: ____________________________________ 

• Person/Organization Awarding the money: ________________________________________ 

 

Scholarship/Grant Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

• Criteria for applying: __________________________________________________________ 

• Amount promised recipient: ____________________________________________________ 

• How many years it will be awarded to recipient: ____________________________________ 

• Person/Organization Awarding the money: ________________________________________ 

 

Research Assignment 
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Standardized Tests: 

 

Because every teacher and every classroom is different, it is impossible for colleges to use grades, or 

GPA alone, to determine the information a student knows.  

 

Why do colleges use the scores from standardized tests? ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Standardized Test: _____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SAT 

Acronym stands for:   

Used for:   

Started to be used:   

Developed by:  

What is tested:  

Duration:  

Grade range per section:  

Total score range:  

How often it is offered:  

 

 

Watch the presentation Standardized Tests 
 

More Common 
Standardized Tests 

Less Common 
Standardized Tests 
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How many taken per year:  

ACT 

Acronym stands for:   

Used for:   

Started to be used:   

Developed by:  

What is tested:  

Total score range:  

How often it is offered:  

How many taken per year:  

 

PSAT/NMSQT 

Acronym stands for:   

Used for:   

Started to be used:   

Developed by:  

What is tested:  

Duration:  

Grade range per section:  

Total score range:  

How often it is offered:  

How many taken per year:  
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AP 

Acronym stands for:   

Used for:   

Started to be used:   

Developed by:  

What is tested:  

Grade range per section:  

Total score range:  

 

CLEP 

Acronym stands for:   

Used for:   

Offered by:   

Do all colleges offer this test?  

What subjects might this test 
be offered for: 

 

Duration:  

Total Score range:  

 

Which do I take? 

Do all colleges require the same tests?   □ Yes   □ No    

Is the CLEP accepted by all schools?         □ Yes   □ No    

How do you know which ones to take?  

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 
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  College: College: College: 

What 
standardized 
tests are 
required for 
applying? 

      

What is the 
lowest score they 
will accept? 

      

 

Relist 2 of the tests you should take, then research the following: 

 

Required Test 1:________________________________________ 

When and where is it going to be offered near you in the next year? 

Date  Location 

  

  

  

 

Cost to take the test: ___________________________________________________________________ 

When do you plan to take this test: ________________________________________________________ 

 

Required Test 2:________________________________________ 

When and where is it going to be offered near you in the next year? 

Date  Location 

  

  

  

 

Cost to take the test: ___________________________________________________________________ 

When do you plan to take this test: ________________________________________________________ 

 

Research Assignment 
 Use the 3 colleges from the assingment on page 16 to identify the following information: 
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Armed Services Path: 
The armed services aren’t only about war and shooting guns. A military base is like a small city and the 

work of the United States Military throughout the world has relieved suffering for many people. 

Whether you use the Armed Services as a way to find purpose in life, a way to pay for college, or as a 

lifelong career, serving can be a great opportunity for anyone who qualifies.  

What Are They? 

 

Branch: Encompasses: Goal: Mission: 

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

Watch the presentation What are Armed Services? 
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3 Categories of Military Personnel: 

Active Duty: 

• Time Commitment: ______________________________________________________________ 

• Locations: ______________________________________________________________________ 

• Purpose: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Reserve and Guard Forces: 

• Time Commitment: ______________________________________________________________ 

• Locations: ______________________________________________________________________ 

• Purpose: _______________________________________________________________________  

Veteran and Retiree: 

• Minimum enlistment time in Armed Services: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Veteran: _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Retiree: _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Pathways to Service in Armed Forces: 

There are two pathways to choose from in military service: 

 

 

 



Enlisted Soldier 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Warrant Officers 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

Commissioned Officers 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

Types of Jobs in the Military: 

List 10 of the jobs you see: 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

Steps to Enlist: 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

General Requirements to Enlist: 

1. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1. If you were to join one of the armed services which branch and why? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Would you want to be a soldier or an officer? Why? ____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What types of work or job would you like to do in the armed services? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Find that career by researching the armed services and write on paragraph about it. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

ROTC 

 

Rather than enlisting directly into the armed services, you can also consider ROTC. This is the pathway to 

becoming an officer. 

ROTC is an acronym for: 

 

Research Assignment 
 Assume you are going to choose the Armed Services as your career path.   Do research and                      

answer the following questions: 
 

 

 

Watch the presentation ROTC 
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R ___________________________ 

O ___________________________ 

T ___________________________ 

C ___________________________ 

 

JROTC- High School 
1. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ROTC- College 
1. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
As an ROTC Student, you will… 
• __________________________________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________________________________ 

• __________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Find 5 colleges that offer ROTC in the armed services. Which branches do they represent? 

College Military Branches 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Do any of the 3 colleges you identified on page 16 offer an ROTC program? If so, record the contact 
information for the recruiter. 
 

College Program Contact Info 

1-  

2-  

3-  

 

Armed Services Ranks: 

 

How is pay in the Army determined? _______________________________________________________ 

What is rank based on? _________________________________________________________________ 

Are ranks, pay, and grad similar across the different branches of the military?    □ Yes   □ No    

 

 

Research Assignment 
 Assume you are going to choose the Armed Services as your career path.   Do research and                      

answer the following questions: 
 

 

 

Watch the presentation Armed Services Ranks 
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Record the different ranks in the Army and what each does or requires: 

Enlisted Ranks Officer Ranks General Ranks 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write the different organizations in the army and the other relevant information. 

Organization Size 
Enlisted 

Commander 
Officer 

Commander 
General 

Commander 
Squad/section     

Platoon     

Company     
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Battalion     

Brigade     

Division     

Corps     

Field army     

 

Rank Table and Organization Chart: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Assignment 
 Create an Enlisted/Officer Table and an Organization Chart for a branch of the Armed 

Services of your choice besides the Army. 
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Career Path 

 

 

Watch the presentation Careers out of High School 



34 
 

 

Success Without a Degree: 
Is it possible to become successful if you drop out of High School?    □ Yes   □ No    

Is it easy to become successful if you drop out of High School?    □ Yes   □ No    

A few successful dropouts: 

Name 
At what age did they 
leave High School? 

At what age did they 
begin to find success? 

What is their 
estimated worth? 

    

    

    

    

 

Were they successful “because” they dropped out?    □ Yes   □ No    

Why were they successful? ______________________________________________________________ 

What does success mean? _______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unemployment by Education Level: 
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Write the unemployment rates and average weekly income for people based on level of education. 

Multiply the weekly income by 52 to calculate the Annual income 

 

Level of Education Unemployment Rate Weekly Income Annual Income 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Reflect: Write your thoughts about the unemployment rates and income levels based on education. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From the list, pick 3 careers you would be interested in that do not require a degree: 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Career 1: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Average pay for this career: ______________________________________________________________ 

Job opening near you: __________________________________________________________________ 

• How you learned about the opening: ________________________________________________ 

• Pay being offered: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Career 2: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Average pay for this career: ______________________________________________________________ 

Job opening near you: __________________________________________________________________ 

• How you learned about the opening: ________________________________________________ 

• Pay being offered: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Career 3: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Average pay for this career: ______________________________________________________________ 

Job opening near you: __________________________________________________________________ 

• How you learned about the opening: ________________________________________________ 

• Pay being offered: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Assignment 
 Pick 3 different careers you may be interested that would not require any additional 

schooling. You can use the three you chose from the list we provided, or you can research 
and choose others.  Find out their average pay and then locate an opening for that job 
available today in your area. 
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Vocational School: 

 

While many colleges offer vocational training… vocational schools are not your traditional college. 

Vocational Schools are:  

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Vocational School Traditional College 

  

  

  

  

 

List 6 of the career paths available without degrees through vocational schools: 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________ 

• ___________________________________

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch the presentation Vocational School 
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Career Pathway 1: _____________________________________________________________________ 

You can get the training at: 

• College 1: ______________________________________________________________________ 

• College 2: ______________________________________________________________________ 

• Some of the classes you will take: ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Starting Salary: __________________________________________________________________ 

Company near you that is hiring in this career pathway: _______________________________________ 

• How you learned about the opening: ________________________________________________ 

• Pay rate being offered: ___________________________________________________________ 

• Requirements for hire: ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Career Pathway 2: _____________________________________________________________________ 

You can get the training at: 

• College 1: ______________________________________________________________________ 

• College 2: ______________________________________________________________________ 

• Some of the classes you will take: ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Starting Salary: __________________________________________________________________ 

Company near you that is hiring in this career pathway: _______________________________________ 

• How you learned about the opening: ________________________________________________ 

• Pay rate being offered: ___________________________________________________________ 

• Requirements for hire: ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Research Assignment 
 Pick 3 different vocational education career pathways that you may be interested in and 

complete the assignment. 
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Career Pathway 3: _____________________________________________________________________ 

You can get the training at: 

• College 1: ______________________________________________________________________ 

• College 2: ______________________________________________________________________ 

• Some of the classes you will take: ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

• Starting Salary: __________________________________________________________________ 

Company near you that is hiring in this career pathway: _______________________________________ 

• How you learned about the opening: ________________________________________________ 

• Pay rate being offered: ___________________________________________________________ 

• Requirements for hire: ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson Reflection 
Write out your plans for after high school. Be sure to include any tests, training, or other considerations 

you need to complete. Your plan will be evaluated on your thoroughness and consideration of all of the 

items covered in this course. 
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Check out these other Life Skills Workbooks: 

Managing Your Time 

Getting a Job 

Bills 

Banking and Savings 

Automobiles 

Clothing 

Moving 

Budgeting 

And much, much, more… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


